the munich agreement, october 5, 1938
—power to do good, power to be generous to a beaten foe, power
to make terms with Germany, power to give her proper redress
for her grievances, power to stop her arming if we chose, power to
take any step in strength or mercy or justice which we thought
right—reduced in five years from a position safe and unchallenged
to where we stand now.
When I think of the fair hopes of a long peace which still lay
before Europe at the beginning of 1933 when Herr Hitler first
obtained power, and of all the opportunities of arresting the growth
of the Nazi power which have been thrown away, when I think of
the immense combinations and resources which have been neglected
or squandered, I cannot believe that a parallel exists in the whole
course of history. So far as this country is concerned the responsi-
bility must rest with those who have had the undisputed control of
our political affairs. They neither prevented Germany from re-
arming, nor did they rearm ourselves in time. They quarrelled
with Italy without saving Ethiopia. They exploited and discredited
the vast institution of the League of Nations and they neglected
to make alliances and combinations which might have repaired
previous errors, and thus they left us in the hour of trial
without adequate national defence or effective international
security.
In my holiday I thought it was a chance to study the reign
of King Ethelred the Unready. The House will remember that
that was a period of great misfortune, in which, from the strong
position which we had gained under the descendants of King Alfred,
we fell very swiftly into chaos. It was the period of Danegeld and
of foreign pressure. I must say that the rugged words of the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle, written a thousand years ago, seem to me apposite, at
least as apposite as those quotations from Shakespeare with which
we have been regaled by the last speaker from the Opposition
Bench. Here is what the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle said, and I think
the words apply very much to our treatment of Germany and our
relations with her. " All these calamities fell upon us because of
evil counsel, because tribute was not offered to them at the right
time nor yet were they resisted ; but when they had done the most
evil, then was peace made with them." That is the wisdom of the
past, for all wisdom is not new wisdom.
I have ventured to express those views in justifying myself for
not being able to support the Motion which is moved to-night, but
I recognise that this great matter of Czechoslovakia, and of British
and French duty there, has passed into history. New develop-
ments may come along, but we are not here to decide whether any
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